
CHECKMAYACHECKMAYA
EP. 4: THE SLUMP - PART 1

Ever since the stalemate with Lily,
Maya can't stop thinking about it...

A seven-year-old...
drew ME.

GREENVALE CHESS ACADEMY

Mate in 7.
Easy.

e4. I don't
need to look.

Hi Maya!

They're like 10...
and SO good.

Bestie, you beat
the World Champ!

Maybe that was luck.

Game 1: the Elephant Trap.

Thanks for the
free piece!

Maya: down a piece

Game 2: she thinks so long...

TIME!TIME!I was still
thinking!!

Games 3, 4, 5, 6, 7...

LL LL

LL LL

LL

-5000 AURA

1



THE GREENVALE TIMES

CHECKMAYA
IN CRISIS!

0 wins in her last 7 games

she fell off fr

was she ever good??

ratio + L

Lily > Maya

I'll PROVE I'm good.
50 blitz games.

Tonight.

Bestie... maybe
sleep first?

LOSS
LOSS
LOSS

2am. Game 37.

Rating

click click click...

WHY can't I
WIN anymore?!

GRRR!GRRR!

Maybe you need
a break?No! Champions

don't take breaks.

The harder Maya tried,
the worse it got...

TO BE CONTINUED.. .

Real Chess Corner: The Elephant Trap
A real trap in the Queen's Gambit Declined: 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Nbd7 5.cxd5 exd5 6.Nxd5??
Nxd5! 7.Bxd8 Bb4+ 8.Qd2 Bxd2+ 9.Kxd2 Kxd8.

White thinks the knight on f6 is pinned to the queen, so 6.Nxd5 looks like a free pawn. But it isn't - after
Bb4+ Black gets the queen back and ends up a whole piece ahead.

Lesson: when a pawn looks free, ask why. Maya's story continues in Part 2...
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