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EP. 8: THE INVESTIGATION

Maya and Zeke have one question:
who IS Axel Vance?

Operation Axel.
Let's go.
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They rewatch every game
from the championship...

Detective arc

unlocked.

(

Best move.
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Championship final - replay

Li

\ EVERY. TIME.
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They google everything.

Two years of rated games.

His rating
is REAL.

( Axel Vance chess

Greenvale Junior Club
Member since 2024
Rating: 2310

Rated games: 412
Championship results
1st place, 2026

Axel's rating

&

0—l

Tuesday. Maya's Chess Club.

Maybe he's just
really, REALLY

Maya video calls Viktor Kingsley.

Tournaments check
for phones and
devices, Maya.
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He didn't have
a phone..
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Everything
says yes.

Maybe we're just
salty, bestie.
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Some players are
just really good.

You'll get him!

But my gut says..
something's off.

Where are VIENNA! Where
you now? your Réti game
was played!

Tomorrow: the café. Hot choc.
And Oliver's board, just in case.
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TO BE CONTINUED...

REAL CHESS CORNER

How chess ratings work: Most players have a rating, worked out with the Elo system (invented by Arpad Elo). Beat a
stronger player and you gain lofs of points; lose fo a weaker one and you drop. A high rating tfakes hundreds of games
to build - that's why Maya checked Axel's history.

Fair play: In most fournaments, phones and other electronic devices aren't allowed during a game, and arbifers
(chess referees) keep things fair. If something seems wrong, you tell the arbiter quietly - you never accuse someone in

public.

Vienna 1910: Oliver is right - Réti vs Tartakower, the game Maya used in Ep. 5, was played in Vienna.

A funny feeling isn't proof. Good detectives check the facts first.




